
Word Notes Sunday 14/12/14 
Tony Hodge – Jesus: Prophecy fulfilled 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25. 
 
How should we celebrate Christmas?  The world makes a big deal out of it while appearing to dilute out 
the “Christ” part while in the past and even today Christians either ban Christmas (Puritans) or argue 
about whether it’s biblical to celebrate. 
 
Well the celebration of “Christmas” may have little or no basis in scripture but the birth of Jesus certainly is 
a big deal.  For a start just look at the number of Old Testament prophecies that deal just with Jesus’ birth 
(see list in resources on next page).  Even taking out events peripheral to the birth and identity of Mary’s 
child (eg exile to Egypt, slaughter of innocents etc) there is still quite a list.  If you’ve never investigated 
these things closely do so now – after all I could be spouting rubbish!  Seriously though getting into the 
Word of God and checking these out will encourage you and assure you of your faith. 
 
So how did Mary and Joseph deal with this amazing news, were they aware of the weight o0f all this 
prophecy that has landed in their laps and what did they do? 
 
Read on in Luke 1:39-56 to see Mary’s reaction: 
1) Her prophetic song is reminiscent of Hannah’s prayer when she dedicates Samuel (1 Sam 2:1-10) 
2) She knows her child is a gift from God for the deliverance of mankind. 
3) Knows God as saviour 
4) Foresees all generations will call her blessed, but not for selfish reasons 
5) Sees God’s mercy extend through the generations 
6) The fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham and his descendents. 
 
Read in the Matthew text about Josephs reaction: 
1) Thinking about Mary 
2) An Angel comes in a dream – were his thoughts preoccupying him as he falls asleep.  
3) Obedient to God’s command. 
 
How do you respond to the prophetic messages fulfilled in the birth of Jesus?  Perhaps Mary and Joseph’s 
responses might give us a guide to what might be in our thoughts amongst the presents, parties and gifts: 
 
1) To see God’s deliverance in Jesus 
2) Recognise Jesus as saviour 
3) Know that in Jesus we are blessed 
4) Receive the mercy he brings 
5) See him as being the fulfilment of God’s plan for mankind 
6) Take time to consider these things 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Luke says: “I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning” – have you ever checked 
out the Old Testament prophecies of Jesus’ birth?  Do so now by having one person look up and read the 
OT reference in the list below and another the NT references and see if you agree they bear each other 
out.  Are any confusing, how would you defend them? 
 
The Bible makes a big deal out of the birth of Christ yet there is no suggestion of a festival.  Using your 
knowledge of the Bible how would you argue for or against a Christmas celebration, what purpose might it 
perform for people through the ages and how might it compare to Easter celebrations and breaking 
bread? 
 
Given the excesses that we see around us would you ban Christmas like the Puritans or do you have 
another answer? 
 
How can we help to make Jesus real at Christmas? 



 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Pray for this coming Christmas season – for people you know and how they might come to know the true 
meaning and start on a journey of faith. 
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Prophecies of Jesus birth 
Aspect Old Testament Prophecy New Testament Fulfilment 
Born of a woman Genesis 3:15 (+1400 BC) Matt 1:20, Gal 4:4 
Born of a virgin Isaiah 7:14 (700-680 BC) Matt 1:22-23, Luke 1:26-31 
Born in Bethlehem Micah 5:2 (750-680 BC) Matt 2:1, Luke 2:4-6 
Line of Abraham Genesis 12:3, Gen 22:18 Matt 1:1, Rom 9:5 
Descendent of Isaac Genesis 17:19, Gen 21:12 Lk 3:34 
Descendent of Jacob Numbers 24:17 (1275 BC) Matt 1:2 
Tribe of Judah Genesis 49:10 Lk 3:33, Heb 7:14 
Descendent of David Jeremiah 23:5 (626-586 BC)  
Heir to David’s throne 2 Sam 7:12-13 (1050 BC), Is 9:7 Lk 1:32-33, Rom 1:3 
Called Immanuel Isaiah 7:14 Matt 1:23 
Messenger precedes Isaiah 40:3-5 Lk 3:3-16 
Preceded by Elijah Malachi 4:5-6 (450 BC) Matt 11:13-14 
A Nazarene Isaiah 11:1 Matthew 2:23 
Declared Son of God Psalms 2:7 Matt 3:16-17 
 
Remember these are prophetic words not necessarily a word for word description, they are open to 
interpretation in the Spirit. 
 
Sources: 
 
NB internet pages - so CHECK THEM.  If you just Google “prophecies of Jesus birth” you’ll get a mixed 
bag of reliable stuff and others eg Mormons. 
 
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/Prophecies-Jesus.htm 
Also 
http://www.100prophecies.org/page2.htm 
https://answersingenesis.org/jesus-christ/birth/fulfilled-prophecies-at-the-birth-of-christ/ 
http://theresurgence.com/2012/12/24/10-prophecies-about-jesus-birth 
 
 


