
Word Notes Sunday 06/12/15 
Helen Parker: The King who had it all – The Story 13 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text:  1 Kings 9:1-9 (Background Reading 1 Kings 1-8, 10-11;  2 Chronicles 5-7;  Proverbs 1-3, 
6, 20-21 ) 
 
Research shows that if you put a frog into boiling water it will jump out. If you put a frog in room 
temperature water and turn the burner up, you can literally cook the frog to death.  The frog story is a 
metaphor for Solomon, David’s son by Bathsheba. Solomon was a frog who could jump over any lily pad; 
who had the blue-blood of royalty; who was a frog any princess would kiss and 700 of them actually did. 
But Solomon got himself into lukewarm water and by the end, his life is cooked. Solomon started strong, 
got into the pot, and ends poorly. 
 
Solomon achieved much for God’s people.  He pleases God by asking for wisdom to reign as king so God 
invites Solomon to ask for anything (1 Kings 3:5).  Solomon writes down this wisdom so everyone in his 
realm may be wise, we know his writings as the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs.  Not 
least of all Solomon builds a temple for God and for all these things he grows in fame and popularity (1 
Kings 6-10).  God has no problem blessing Solomon so long as he stays faithful so He both blesses and 
warns Solomon to keep him on the right course (1 Kings 9:4-9). 
 
Yet as Solomon grew old, his 700 wives led his heart away to worship idols and The LORD became angry 
with Solomon because his heart was divided (1 Kings 11:9-13).  As we’ve seen before the actions of the 
king have consequences not just in his life but also in the life of the nation.  Because Solomon’s heart was 
divided, his kingdom divided too. 
 
How does this story of a king who started well but ended poorly reach into our lives?  Well: no one wakes 
up and says, “I’d like to wreck my life and ruin all my relationships”, no these things happen slowly.  If the 
wisest man failed, then what about us? 
 
To Christians: 

1. Live to point others to Christ. That is our mission. 
2. How we live matters and will influence others. 
3. Stay out of lukewarm waters. How? 

--pray to finish strong 
--ask God for wisdom 
--invite accountability 

 
To non-Christians: 

1. Before you end your life, trust Christ as your Saviour – and stay out of hot water. 
2. Remember: Jesus is the ultimate finisher (Philippians 1:6) 

 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Our culture can be like the water in the kettle and we the frogs dropped into the water.  Name some of the 
dangerous and incremental changes happening around us that we can fail to notice.  What can we do to 
wake up, notice and resist these changes? 
 
As David neared the end of his life he gave a charge to his son Solomon (1 Kings 2:1-4).  What were the 
specific exhortations and how do they reflect what David had learnt from his own personal choices? 
 
What can we learn about prayer from Solomon’s response to God in 1 Kings 3:5-3? 
 
As the temple was dedicated Solomon again prayed and spoke to the people (1 Kings 8:22-61).  What do 
his words teach us about God and how do his requests for himself and the people inform the way we 
pray? 
 
At the end of his life Solomon did so foolish things, what did he do and what were the consequences (1 
kings 11:1-13)?  What can we do to avoid finishing poorly. 



 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
It’s time to start thinking about how you can share Jesus this Christmas.  The events we’re holding or 
assisting with are as follows:  NCC Carol Service in the Memorial Hall at 5pm on Dec 13th, Carols on 
Studlands at 7pm on Wed 16th Churches Together Carol Singing in the Memorial Gardens on Sat and 
Christmas Day celebration at 10am.  As a cell you might want to find a way to bless you neighbours this 
Christmas or help with some people in need.  The Youth Cell are collecting gifts of essential items for 
Jimmy’s Night Shelter – what might you do? 


