
Word notes Sunday 05/12/2010 Tony Hodge 
Jesus – God’s Promise from before Time 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Titus 1:1,2 
 
Some people prepare for Christmas over many weeks, others leave it to the last few days.  God’s 
preparations to send His Son started before the beginning of time.  Getting your head round things that 
happened before time is tricky but the Old Testament has plenty of evidence for an unfolding of that 
promise starting right with the fall of Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:8-19) – a plan to bring blessings to man in 
place of the curses resulting from their sin (Gal. 4:3-5). 
 
Then two thousand years before Jesus, God called Abraham to found a nation though which He would 
bless all nations (Gen 22:15-18 & Acts 3:25, 26).  Around 750 BC the prophet Isaiah spoke many 
prophecies about Jesus, his birth, life, purpose and death but in particular his birth in Isaiah 9: 1,2 & 6,7, - 
Matthew records the fulfilment of this prophecy in his gospel (Matt 4:13-17).  Isaiah also speaks of the 
blessings – in particular and end to enmity in Isaiah 11:1-8, picked up by Paul in his letter to the Ephesian 
Christians (Eph 2:13-15) 
 
There are many prophecies about Jesus in the Old Testament, referred to as Messianic Prophecies, some 
specifically relate to the birth of a child or blessing though offspring, these are read in carol services 
around the world as part of church tradition, encouraging the faithful in regard to Father’s promises fulfilled 
in Jesus. 
 
With the word brought by Malachi in around 425 BC (Mal 4:1-6) we see an end to recorded prophesies – a 
gap between that and the birth of Christ equivalent to now and the 1580s.  There were those who still 
earnestly looked for the promise of salvation even after that time (Luke 2:25-32 & 36-38). 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Since both evening Cells are helping deliver invites to Carols by Candlelight rather than a more normal 
Cell meeting perhaps the best application is personal reflection: 
 
God was preparing for the birth of His Son and the salvation of the world from before the beginning of 
time.  We’re probably all deep in preparations for celebrating his birth with parties, giving gifts, church 
services, decorations and many other ways.  Perhaps the biggest challenge is to keep focussed on “the 
reason for the season”.  What can you do to ensure meeting with Jesus over the coming weeks, to see 
God’s promise more clearly and receive it into your life, either afresh, deeper or for the first time? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Help on Wednesday with delivering flyers about the Carols by Candlelight event around Studlands Park.  I 
hope we can deliver to 600 houses with 6 pairs delivering 100 leaflets each.  This should take about an 
hour.  Meet at 8pm at Dee, Andy & Johns house. 


