
Word Notes Sunday 2/12/2012 Clare Reed 
God’s Provision 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Ex 16:1-36 
 
Along the way in Israel’s journey from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land there is a problem of resources.  
Unsurprisingly out in the desert there is not much food – and when you’re trekking a whole nation that’s a big 
problem!  How they react and what the Lord wants to teach them is just as relevant to us in terms of seeing 
God’s provision in our lives.  Here are the main points of Clare’s talk: 
 
The Problem:  Lack of Food, a resources issue. 
 
Israel’s Response:  Grumbling.  Israel saw the lack of food not as a problem with God’s overall plan but as a 
failure of leadership, assuming Moses and Aaron had got it wrong.  It’s easier to blame other people than it is 
to complain to God but in whom should we have faith?  If the leaders have heard right and are following God’s 
lead then the problem needs to be taken to Him.  This has implications into how we use our resources too – 
we believe the Lord provides, our part is to be faithful to His word in our tithes, offerings and gifts (2 Cor 9:6-8).  
Saying it would be better to be back in Egypt is their way of wanting to retreat into the familiar- for them this 
was slavery, for us it would be to go back to relying on the world and being a slave to it’s systems rather than 
rely on God. 
 
God’s Response: Miraculous Provision.  Manna, or “what is it? was God’s way of providing for Israel.  It was 
miraculous, unexplained and given day by day – the Israelites needed to learn that God would provide each 
day!  Why the big deal on only collecting enough for one day rather than being good stewards and managers – 
to let this lesson sink into their hearts so that they lived out of daily reliance on Him not on their own efforts. 
 
Balance:  Even so they did need to go and collect – God didn’t just pour His provision into their laps.  Also 
they had to collect and prepare the Manna for the Sabbath.  The Israelites needed to follow God’s instructions 
working in partnership: trust with action understanding from where their provision came.  In today’s world we 
can see our resources in two ways: 1, Fruits of our labours; 2, God’s Provision.  If we rely on resources only as 
a result of our labours that means they can only ever be limited to our ability to earn and of course that can fail.  
However expecting God to do it all with no effort from us is not His way.  Seeing provision as ultimately in 
God’s hands with us playing our part means that all our needs can be met without fail (Phil 4:19). 
 
Testimony:  Verses 32-36 tell the Israelites and us about the importance of testimony – both to us, to others 
and into the future generations.  If we forget the truth of God’s provision we soon fall back into our old slave 
ways of relying on the world and ourselves 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
What is your first reaction to resourcing issues – at home or in the life of the church?  How different is your 
reaction to that of the Israelites? 
 
What examples can you share of a) when God answered your prayer and met your needs;  and b) when that 
didn’t seem to be the case.  How did you deal with those situations? 
 
In what situations right now in your own life are you facing the same kind of problems as the Israelites?  Who 
are you trusting for these situations and what help do you need? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How can our reliance on God’s provision impact those around us? 


