
 
Word notes Sunday 14/12/08 Tony Hodge 

Judges 13-16: Samson 
 
Summary 
 
The story of Samson & Delilah is well know and has entered folk-lore as much as any other bible story – 
but is the Hollywood story true to the original?  He was endowed with exceptional strength from God but in 
terms of his character was Samson a noble tough guy hero like Arnie or just an ordinary man who gets 
angry like Homer? 
 
His family may have been uncomplicated ordinary folk; he himself seems to stray from the calling of a 
Nazirite in more ways than one yet he does have an understanding of his relationship with the Lord and an 
idea of his role. 
 
It’s not until he’s taken to rock-bottom, loses everything through immorality and is blinded and enslaved as 
a result that Samson is able to connect again with his God and in the midst of the Philistine’s ridicule of 
him (and hence Israel) he is able to bring them all down through a sacrificial act. 
 
So was Samson Arnie or Homer – actually not important, but he was a man of his time, set apart yet 
called to live in a fallen world just as we are.  The difference being that we have a gift of life bought by 
Jesus’ sacrifice – Jesus who did come to live in this fallen world and show the Father’s love for all – hero 
or fallible. 
 
Samson – led to the pillars holding up the house of the Philistine rulers and through sacrifice brought them 
down. 
 
Jesus – led like a lamb to the slaughter brought down the enemy through sacrifice 
 
Us – led by the Holy spirit to the cross and by giving our lives to Jesus gain a share in his victory 
 
Application 
 
After three attempts Delilah finally wheedles Samson’s secret from him and he is unable to defeat his 
enemies.  Discuss the following: 
 

• What is the significance of Samson’s hair being cut? 
• Which other heroes of the Bible had their allegiance tested three times – who were victorious and 

who were defeated? 
• While enslaved Samson’s hair grew again – what does that signify might be happening in his life? 
• If any of us gives in to temptation or “looses it” what way back to God’s purposes is there for us? 

 
We heard from Jerry that “Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength”.  Does Samson’s 
story confirm this truth? 
 
 
Witness: 
 
The Christmas Celebration meeting is on Sun 21st Dec at 5pm. 
 
Decorate the church 10am-12 Sunday 21st. 
 
 


