
 
Word notes Sunday 27/04/08 Tony Hodge 

Romans 1:1-6: The Gospel Made Plain 
 
Summary 
 
Paul says in chapter 1v16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”  Being a well educated Jew we 
must accept that Paul was speaking not just from the conviction that came from his encounter with the 
risen Lord but also from his close knowledge of the Scripture.  In Romans 1 vv1-6 Paul lays out some key 
facts about the Gospel, its: 
 

1. Origin in God 
2. Validation in scripture 
3. Substance in Jesus 
4. Scope : All nations 
5. Purpose: Obedience in faith 
6. Goal: For the honour of Christ’s Name 

 
 
Application (Word and Witness): 
 
The points listed above do not tell us what the Gospel is but instead what is behind the good news 
bringing sound theology to ‘religious’ (and I use the term very loosely) experience.  The good news we 
have is of the saving acts of God (1 & 2) through the person of Jesus, given that by faith in him (3)  all 
peoples might be saved (4) and follow in the way (5) bringing glory to his Name (6). 
 
Ask the group to discuss why points 1 & 2 would be important to Paul, a Jew in AD 1?  How do they 
impact today’s post-modern culture where anyone can believe what they will so long as they don’t impose 
it on someone else? 
 
Our evangelism probably centres around points 3 & 4 – ask each what is their “favourite” way of sharing 
the good news, and to share it with the group.  Does it contain these truths in 3 & 4, just these alone or 
bring in some aspects of the other points 1-6 above? 
 
Ask the group how points 5 & 6 impact on our lives.  If sharing the good news or seeking to lead others to 
Christ discuss how we incorporate newly saved people joining in the purpose in 5 and the goal in 6.  What 
part does the cell have in these aspects? 
 
Witness 
 
The leadership are considering having another Family Fun Day on Sunday May 25th (Bank Holiday 
weekend).  To hold another of these we would need once more the support of the cells in putting 
together activities.  Please discuss with the cell and let Tony know by 6pm Thursday 1st May 
(phone message or email) if the Cell are prepared to get behind this event – the leaders will decide 
that evening if we can hold another so soon with only a few weeks to prepare. 
 


