
Word Notes Easter Sunday 20/04/14 
Tony Hodge: The Greatest Day 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-22, Heb 9. 
 
Anyone on any day being raised from the dead is amazing – miraculous in fact.  But Jesus resurrection on 
the Third Day is of even greater significance than that to you, to me to everyone who ever lived before and 
since. In 1 Cor 15,  Paul makes it abundantly clear that without Christ’s resurrection there is no hope for 
any who are dead or who will die, so the first point of significance is that Jesus’ resurrection guarantees 
our own new life in him – now and in the life to come. 
 
The second point of significance is what the resurrection enabled Jesus to do for us.  A couple of weeks 
ago I shared how in the Garden, Adam’s sin was “imputed” to all mankind and the penalty, death, fell on 
all as part of the curse and how on the Cross, our Sin was imputed to Jesus in order than his 
righteousness might fall on us as he pays the full penalty and hence our sins are dealt with by Jesus’ 
death. 
Now Hebrews 9, and particularly verses 23 to 28, tells us how the risen Jesus presented his own blood 
sacrifice before the true mercy seat in the heavens before Almighty God to “do away with sin” (v26).  If he 
had stayed dead he would not have been able to do this, completing the work that his sacrifice was meant 
to do. 
 
So the message of the two texts is that Jesus’ resurrection both proves that we too can be raised and that 
Jesus was able to take his offering of blood before God so that not only are our sins paid for but done 
away with. 
 
When we read in “Galatians 2:20 that  “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” we identify with Jesus in his death putting aside our old life of sin. 
 
And in Rom 6 v 4 “Therefore, through baptism, we were buried with him in his death so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too may live an entirely new life” we identify with Jesus 
in his resurrection so that we may live a new life in him 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Tony encouraged us to read Hebrews Chapter 9, you might like to read it through before looking at these 
questions. 
 
What fundamental principal of the relationship between the Old and New Testaments is being talked about 
in Heb 9?  Which verses say this? (If a hint is needed refer to Heb 10:1). 
 
Which words of Jesus, quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 11, support Paul’s arguments in Heb 9? 
 
Could Jesus have performed this ministry without a physical resurrection? 
 
Discuss how you would explain in your own words why Jesus’ resurrection is essential to your faith. 
 
Now answer the question:  “How can you believe in such a thing?” 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How does living out Gal 2:20 affect our witness? 
 


