
Word notes Sunday 15/04/2012 Tony Hodge 
Peter & Judas – A Tale of Two Sinners 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Matthew 26:69 to 27:10 
 
We don’t often read through the account of both these disciples, one who goes on to serve the other who 
betrays and kills himself but if we “compare and contrast” perhaps we can learn from these two men, who both 
walked and talked with the Lord. 
 
The both sinned.  Peter “denied” the Lord when confronted by those who wished to destroy him.  He was in 
the wrong place at a time of weakness.  Even so his motive was love – to be near Jesus to see what would 
happen, while avoiding trouble but fell into sin.  Judas on the other hand had plotted to betray Jesus.  Roam at 
least the time Mary anointed Jesus with precious nard perfume and even before according to John he had 
been helping himself to the groups finances. Judas’ motive was greed, he distanced himself from Jesus and 
planned to sin. 
 
Both men realised too late what they had done.  Peter was deeply sorry – he wept bitterly.  Sorrow for sin must 
not be slight, but great and deep – not just a short “I’m sorry” but heartfelt, recognising what we’ve done and 
who exactly we have hurt – others yes, but most of all the Lord.  Judas was seized with remorse (guilt not 
sorrow), he knew he had sinned, and exactly how – betrayed innocent blood. 
 
What did they do?  Peter took himself out of the situation and must have continued to engage with the 
disciples for he was among those who went to the tomb and found it empty.  Did he confess to the others – 
they certainly knew about Jesus prediction of denial.  Judas on the other hand gave up, he could see no 
future.  He tried to shake off the responsibility by handing back the coins but the chief priests just said it was 
his problem and so without any way out he killed himself in guilt. 
 
The end result for the two men couldn’t have been more different.  Peter was forgiven and restored (John 
21:14-18) and went on to be a key mover in the establishment of the church and taking the gospel to the 
Gentiles.  Judas was dead, with no hope of reconciliation or restoration of relationship with Jesus.  The key 
difference is that Peter was able to seek forgiveness while Judas couldn’t forgive himself. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
In 2 Corinthians 2:11 Paul says “we are not unaware of the devil’s schemes” – is this true?  Discuss how the 
enemy sets about attacking Christians using information in the stories of Peter and Judas to identify his “MO”. 
 
If we are alert to his schemes then what practical steps can we take to keep secure?  (Don’t just quote 
scriptures like James 4:7 or Ephesians 6 – say what they actually mean we should think and do). 
 
What does 1 John 1:8 – 10 tell us about the Lord’s attitude to us should we slip?  How do you behave - 
expecting to be cleansed or do you carry around the guilt expecting some form of punishment?  What does 
this mean for you the next time temptation comes along? 
 
Sometimes we can get locked into “Sin – Repent” cycles, falling in some way or another, repenting yet not 
moving on and falling for the same trick again.  If you recognise this in yourself and want to break free speak 
to your Cell Leader or one of the NCC Leadership Team about the Freedom in Christ Course (some in your 
Cell may have done this already and may be able to testify to it’s effectiveness). 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Read Jesus’ mission statements in Luke 4:18-19 and Luke 19:10.  Go around the group and ask each member 
to briefly share how they became a Christian or have been healed or set free.  End with a prayer thanking the 
Lord for his work in our lives and ask to be used to reach out to others. 


