
 
Word notes Sunday 5/4/09 Mel Moore 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey he was not entering as a conquering king – a horse would 
have symbolised that – and yet his was a “Triumphal Entry”.  The cloaks and branches laid along his path 
did however symbolise entry of a king. 
 
When Jesus rode in the people shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David” – hosanna is a cry for salvation 
and calling Jesus “Son of David” is recognition of him as Messiah.  The verses from Psalms used are 
songs of celebration of God’s mighty acts from Exodus through to the coming Messiah – usually sung at 
Passover and originally sung at the Festival of Booths – when they probably did wave palm branches.  
Laying them down instead links the two: celebration of God’s past acts and recognition of the Saviour 
King. 
 
In summary then the people were celebrating and proclaiming the Saviour King, entering on a donkey as 
Servant King. 
 
God’s Triumph through Jesus is not just an historical event – it’s for you and me in our lives here and now.  
Mel shared about some of the difficulties she and John were going through right now and how they had 
reached out to the Lord in order to see His triumph.  She shared encouraging news on both health and 
work fronts – though not a final victory yet they are on a journey that had led to a deepening prayer life 
together and faith that God is working his triumph out in their lives.  Over this time Mel had had a clearer 
revelation of God as Jehovah nisi – “our triumphal banner” and joined Paul in declaring “thanks be to God 
who gives us the victory though our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 15:57) 
 
Jesus’ death sentence must have seemed like ultimate defeat at the time but this was in fact part of God’s 
amazing plan for ultimate triumph.  Likewise in our lives there may be things, habits, “sin” where we feel 
totally defeated – we need to hand these over to God so we can see His victory in these things. 
 
Mel’s challenge to us all was that we’d not leave the meeting feeling it was a nice family time together with 
an enjoyable quiz and some colouring for the children but that we would allow God to meet with us, that 
we would push through to Him so that he could change our circumstances and meet the needs we have. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Does anyone have anything to share about what God said to him or her in the meeting, in particular in 
how He met with them in the prayer time at the end? 
 
The “Good News” from this weeks message is that we can know the triumph of Jesus in our lives – all 
those things we heard about at the start of this series: “good news to the poor …… freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind … release [for] the oppressed ….. the year of the Lord’s 
favour” are available to us. 
 
Share what each has received from God – either throughout this first part of 2009 or perhaps over a 
longer period.  Encourage each other with what God has done – and more importantly what he is doing. 
 
Be prepared top give thanks for these things on Sunday – Easter Day – when we celebrate the ultimate 
triumph in Jesus resurrection. 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Who can we invite to the Easter Day service on Sunday? 
 
Pray for our contacts and for opportunities to share God’s triumph in real nitty-gritty parts of our lives that 
will have direct application in their lives. 


